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From the President’s Desk... Jeanne Williams

. Public employees and retirees are in-
creasingly being blamed for budget
shortfalls in many state and local gov-
ernments. Now, more than ever, it is
important that we stay alert to news
coverage and be sure that we are ob-
taining accurate information in order to
refute myths and distortions of the
s| truth. What are some issues on which
we should especially focus?

Defined pension plans are being
sharply attacked. Since fewer Ameri-
cans are getting pensions, it may become increasingly dif-

ficult for those of us who have them to hold on to them.

Social Security has unfairly and incorrectly been
blamed as a cause of our country’s fiscal problems. We
believe that Social Security should be strengthened, not
cut.

Public employees are often perceived to be overcom-
pensated. Jeffrey Keefe, a Rutgers University professor,
published a paper that provided detailed evidence that
public sector workers, on the whole, earn less than those
in the private sector. Professor Keefe also found that pub-
lic sector workers, as a group, tend to be more highly
educated, work in more highly paid occupations, and tend
to work moderately fewer hours than those in the private
sector. Perhaps these are additional reasons for the anger
that has been shown towards public employees.

A tax cap plan is almost certain to become a reality.
We must focus on how we can shape the plan to avoid the
most damaging provisions (e.g., thousands of layoffs, dev-
astating cuts to programs, and the loss of vital public
services).

Constitutional Amendment

The 2011 NYSUT redistricting resulted in a decrease in geographic area assigned to
RC12 and as a consequence, a loss of members represented by RC12. Therefore, the
Board of Directors voted unanimously to propose a change in Article VII A of the RC 12

constitution. The present section reads as follows:

Attacks on Triborough continue.

While we were in-service educators, we fought hard
for the salaries, benefits, and working conditions that
NYSUT members have today. It is imperative that we
be vigilant and vote in all elections. We must let our
elected officials know how we feel when we agree with
them as well as when we disagree. We must continue to
connect with our communities and with parents to show
them that we are caring educators. We must continue to
participate in positive community service projects (e.g.,.
working at or donating to local food banks, Making
Strides walks, the Heart Run, volunteering at local
schools, etc.).

Many of our RC 12 members are already actively
involved in their communities. Whenever possible, their
activities need to be publicized. On January 10", a
group of RC 12 Board members went to the Capitol as
part of a Save Our Schools rally. Nearly thirty-five RC
12 members have volunteered to participate in the NY-
SUT Committee of 100 meetings on February 15",
March 22™, and May 10", These volunteers will be in-
volved in face-to-face meetings with our legislators.

During our March 24™ general membership meeting,
Mike Corn will be given RC 12’s Award of Excellence.
Mike is one of the teacher members of the NYSTRS. If
his health permits, he would like to say a few words
about the current political dangers to our retirement sys-
tem. Please attend so that you can hear Mike’s message,
and more importantly, honor this deserving union leader
who has given freely of himself to the profession and
fought so hard for the benefits that we enjoy today.

The Board of Directors shall be composed of the duly elected officers, past presidents and seven (7) directors,
whose geographical areas of assignment are to be determined by the Board of Directors. Each office of the Board of
Directors shall have one vote in Board deliberations. No office and/or member shall have more than one vote.

The Board of Directors proposes that this article be amended to read six (6) directors instead of seven (7) directors.
The vote on this change will take place at the March general meeting.




Thank You for Your Contributions!!
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Listed below are the name of those who have made their $ 15 contribution to NYSUT Retiree Council 12 for the 2010 — 2011
year. Our year runs from July 1 to June 30. Each asterisk indicates payment made for a future year. So a name with two asterisks
means that member has paid for this year plus the 2011 — 2012 and 2012 — 2013 years. The contribution form can be found in this
issue. Look over this list, and if you think I have made an error, please call me at 518-773-7180 or e-mail me at

imazz@nycap.rr.com.

Adach, Richard
Ahola, Nancy
Akland, Carolyn
****Alexander, Albert R.
*Alishaushas, Dorothy
Alkonis, Nancy V.
Anderson, Clayton
Andrews, Beverly H.
Andrews, Carol
Armstrong, Mary Louise
Arpin, Marilyn
Aseltine, Harold
Ashe, Ken

Bacon, Lorraine
Baggetta, Cheryl
Baker, Catherine
*Bakkom, Jean C.
Baldwin, Carol
*Barney, Patricia
**Bates, Karla
Battisti, John
Baumler, Joan
**Bellinger, Penny
Bellinger, Robert
Bena, Joseph
Beninati, Albert
Benko, Dianne
*Bennice, Patricia H.
Berger, Debbie
*Bergin, Joan
Berman, Margaret
Bernadt, Suzanne
Bianchi, Vincent
*Bischoff, Gregory E.
Blance, Bill

Blance, Karen
*Blinsinger, Robert
Bliss, Sandy

Bluhm, Joan W.
Bob, Theone
**Bond, Emil
Boomhower, Mariellen
Borom, Maxine H.
Boschi, Alexander
Boschi, Phoebe
Brinkman, Mary Ellen
Brookins, Carol
Brookins, Craig
Brown, Merry Dunn
Brown, Geraldine
**Brown, Robert M.
Brownell, Karen
Buck, Lynn

Buddle, Bev

Buel, Betty L.
Bundy, David
Bundy, Donna
Burkhart, Carol
Burkhart, John
*Burnet, Marie
*Burton, Anne J.

Campbell, Deborah D.
Campos, Anne
Campos, Michael
Carron, Rosalind
Cascio, Carol
Cassidy, Edward
Cauffman, Susan
Chadwick, Vincent
*Chapin, Harlan
Childs, Thelma
Christensen, Robert
Christopher, David
Clapper, Joan
Coffenberg, John
Coffenberg, Norma
Cole, Kay B.

Cole, Robert I.
Coleman, Ann
*Collins, William R.
*Coluni, Clare Violyn
***Coluni, Robert
Conde, Gloria F.
**Conti, Elaine
Conway, Barbara
Conway, Francis
Coslick, Ronald
Courtney, Stella
Cramer, Grace
Cristy, Josephine
Crosby, Bertha
Crossman, Nettie S.
Croucher, Arden
Cufari, Cheryl
Dafeldecker, Margaret
*Danek, John
*Darkangelo, Carolyn
*D'Arpino, Dorothy
Dashew, Elaine
Davenport, Dollie M.
Davi, Pauline
Davidson, William
Davis, Eber H. Jr.
Davis, Elizabeth

Davis, Lois M.
DelLilli, Chas
DelLilli, Sue

*Della Sala, Thomas A.

**Del Sette, Elio
DePasquale, Judith
D'Errico, Mary Jane
Devine, Ellen
*DiCaprio, Elizabeth A.
*Dixson, Sophie
Domblewski, Roberta
Dougherty, Palma
Douglas, Anne
Dufresne, Ann Marie
Dufresne, Maria
Dufresne, Paul
Dugan, Sieglinde
Dunn, Joan

Thanks for your continued financial support.

Dutcher, Carolyn Jean
*Dylong, Robert W.
Eddy, Dianne
Eigabroadt, William H.
Eipp, Sandy

*Elcott, Ross E.
Ethington, Brian
Ethington, Susan
**Ewing, Bette
*Fabozzi, Anthony

Fagan, Madeline
FrxmmxrEain, Robert
*Fairman, Audrey
Falato, Janet
Faoro, Mabel E.
*Farhart, Sharon
Farrell, Ruth S.
Farrington, Cheryl
*Ferrari, Mary Ann
Finnegan, Robert
Fischer, Carol L.
**Fisher, Robert
*Foster, Jacqueline
Foster, Richard
Fox, C. James

Fox, Jane
Friedman, Daniel
Furman, David C.
Fusco, Gloria
*Frisbie, Gerald R.
Fyfe, Virginia Vertucci
Gabriel, Michelle
Galeazza, Patricia
Gallagher, Joan T.
Gargiulo, Rose
Gary, Mitchell K.
Gati, Ann

Gawlas, Maryann
Gawlas, Raymond
Gendron, Donna M.
**Giambona, Geraldine
Giannelli, Joseph F.
Gidley, Lorraine
Gill, Mary J.

Gloo, Jo

Glover, Beverly
Goldman, Mary
Gordon, Deborah
Gordon, Jean
Gosda, Patricia
*Goyette, Donna
Goyette, Maurice
Grassfield, Mary
Greene, Edward J.
Greenfogel, Claire
Gregory, Risa B.
Groves, Helen S.

e Guarnier, Kathyleen

**Guernier, Monica
Guilmette, Martha
Haight, Bruce

Hallfors, Jane
Halpin, Sharon
Halsted, Nancy
Hamilton, Barbara
Hanna, Maureen
Harazin, Anton
Harris, Don

Hart, Joseph W.
*Hartz, Randee
*Heinlein, Joan
***Helt, Adele
Henderson, Patricia
Henley, Virginia A.
Herb, Myrna
Hermance, Alicia
Hermance, Myron
Herring, Sally
Hespelt, Judith M.
**Hewitt, Patricia
Hill, Linda

Hill, Patricia

Hinton, Susan
Hoffman, Charline L.
*Hogue, L. Evangeline
Holdorf, John F.
Hoose, Carol
Hotaling, Pamela A.
Howland, Susan
*Hughes, Richard
*Hunt, Robert
Hurteau, Marie
Hurteau, Paul
**|da, Arlene

loele, Frank
lovinella, Frances
|1zzo, James F.
Janicki, Jody

Jenne, Patricia
Jennings, Jane
Johnson, Kenneth
Johnson, Patricia(Patti)
Johnson-Maas, Sondra
Jweid, Rosann
****Kaiser, Don
*Karutis, Ruth
Kaufman, Leslie
Kavanagh, Mary E.
Keenan, Mary Lou
Kelleher, Gail A.
**Kelly, Katheleen G.
Kelly, Lucy M.
*Kerchner, Frances
*Kerr, Janet A.
Kimball, Gloria

King, Anne W.

King, Dave

King, Helen A.
Klena, Ed

Klinetob, Arlo

*Klug, Marcia

*Klug, Robert

John J. Mazur, Treasurer

Knight, Bessie D.
Knight, Linda C.
*Kobuskie, John
**Kos, Marilyn
Krawczeski, Nancy
**Kroder, Bob
**Kroder, Mary Jane
Lachanski, Marian
e aird, Audrey
Laliberte, Laurence
Lamb, Frank H. Jr.
Landrio, Sally
Langan, Helene K.
La Row, Carol
*Larter, Carol F.
Lasak, Robert J.
Lattimer, Elbert R.
Launer, Donald B.
Lazarou, Margaret
*Leader, Barbara
Leary, Mary P.
LeGere, Frank
Leggiero, Kathy
**Leonard, Alice
**Lindsay, Joan E.
Litwa, Richard
Loggins, Harold J.
Loitsch, Estella Ann
***Loucks, Judy
Lyman, Kathlene
Major, Yvonne
**Malanoski, Harold
Many, Jessica L.
Marhafer, Barbara H.
*Marquit, Annemarie
*Marquit, Jim

Martin, Deborah R.
Martin, Julie

*Martin, Marilyn
Masala, Ann
*Matteson, Jeannette
Matteson, Joan B.
Matteson, Sharon
Mattice, Christine
***Mauger, Phyllis
Maxey, Richard
Maxwell, Karen B.
Maxwell, Kristine
Mayer, Juliane
Mazur, Ginni

Mazur, John
McCabe, Rosemary
McCarty, Janet Y.
McEvoy, D. Antoinette
McGrath, Jill M.
*McGuire, Leo
McKee, Patricia
McKee, Robert S.
McMillian, William S.
McMurray, Lavergne
Meenan, Linda

Michalski, Patricia
*Miknavich, Mary
Miller, Marion E.
Moffitt, Patricia
Montero, Clara
Moolick, Betty H.
****Moore, Rita
Moylan, Margaret
Moylan, Patrick
Nadler, Barry
Nadler, Sue
Naple, Susan L.
Naple, William L.
Nevulis, Robert
*Nickson, Kathleen
Nicolella, Phyllis
*Nigro, Barbara
**Noble, Robert Jr.
Olds, Cathy

**Qlin, Gail T.
O'neill, Alfred
*QOrsino, Lena
*QOttaviano, Gioia
Otten, Sandra
Oughton, Kathy
Oughton, Tom
Paasch, Jack
Palmer, Thelma
Panero, Ellen Rae
**Parisi, Daniel
Parker, Sylvia
Parker, P. Victoria
Paton, Alice
Pearson, Larry
Pecora, Roberta A.
Penny, Sue
Perkins, Ethel T.
Perrin, Arlene
Peters, Rosemary
Peterson, Anne L.
***Petrillose, Peter
Petrone, Ralph
Petrosillo, Judith
Pfeiffer, Kathleen
Phillips, Eleanor O.
*Piekarski, Barbara
*Piwinski, Janice
Polsinelli, Karen
*Popkin, Robert L.
Potochnik, Dorothea
wreeeePraus, Paul
Przelski, Bernard
Pritchard, Mary
Provenzano, Anthony
Puccia, Barbara
Puotinen, Margaret
**Rader, Carol A.
Read, Edgar S.
****Rehder, Ann
Reinhart, Harvey
Relles, Barbara



Reppenhagen, Barbara

******Ricci, Judith
Riccio, Evelyn I.
Riccobono, Grace
Richards, Elaine
Richardson, Mariel J.
Riedman, Christl
Riedman, Valentine
Riley, Karen
Ritzmann, Sharon
Rizzo, Joseph
*Robens, Phyllis D.
Roberts, Sondra
****Roddy, James
Rogerson, Royann
***Roginski, Henrietta
Rosas, Marilyn
Rosasco, Fred
Roser, Rene
*Rourke, (Mary) Lynn

Sammons, Linda
Sand, Janet

Sasso, Marianne
Schad, Judith Scrip
Scharfer, Linda
Schechter, Stephanie
Schermerhorn, Suzanne
Schirmer, Charles
**Schmitz, Barbara
Schou, Margaret
Schulte, Betty
*Schwarting, William
Scott, Marianne
**Seelow, Dorothy H.
Severenko, Harriet
Shaad-Derby, jennifer
Sherwood, Nancy
Shults, Bob
*Silverman, Sharon
Simeone, Susan

Sperrazza, Vincent F.
Spiry, Lorraine
Stack, Raymond P.
Staffo, Judith R.
Stangel, Linda R.
Steele, Edgar
Stennett, Jean
Sterling, Rhoda
*Stern, Roma
Stevens, Linda
*Stimpfle, Nedra R
*Storey, Olivia
***Strathaus, Donald
Studders, Eileen
Subramanian, T. A.
*Suhr, Frederick
Swain, Judith R.
Swarczewski, Deborah
Swenson, Jean Amy
Szuminskyj, Martha

Tighe, Carole

*Towne, Marlene
*Towne, Stanley
Travis, Patricia L.

*Trinci, Helen

Truman, Joanne

Tryon, Monica

*Tyrrell, Betty

Vacula, Joe

Vandetta, James

Van Schaick, John

Van Schaick, Sally B.
*Vincent-Hess, Frances
Vinson, Dorothea
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White, Joan

White, Kenneth
*White, Virginia
***Wicks, Bonnie Dee
Wilary, Carol Beth
Williams, Alma
Williams, Jeanne
Williams, Roy
*Wilson, Sharon
Wilson, Wendy
*Winn, Marcia R.
Witkowski, Linda
Woerner, Maureen
*Wojcik-Hess, Karen

Rowland, Eleanor
Rubino, Mary Lou
Russell, Cecilia J.
*Saltsman, Elizabeth K.
Samek-Votjek, Geraldine
Samiof, Barbara
Sammons, David

Taylor, Randall
Tecler, Allan

Terry, Richard
Thomas, Tom
Thompson, Patricia

*Sinicropi, Carmen J.
Skapik, Doris
**Sleeper, Joyce E.
*Smith, Dorothy
Smith, Karen
Sorbero, Emily

South, Owen D. Thomsen, Esther

Thompson, Virginia V.

Votjek, Sam Wojeski, Marie
=ee\olk, Amaryllis M. Wrightsman, Eileen
Walchko, Kimberly *Yuille, Gail
Walker, Patricia *Yuille, Tom
Walker, William Zeiser, Nancy
Walsh, Elizabeth A. Zilka, Linda
Walton, Ellen K. Zirlin, Sande H.

Zuccaro, Henry
Zullo, Patricia

sersrseeesso\argo, Art
Warnick, Spencer K.
Washburn, Patricia
Waterhouse, Lorraine U.
*Wemple, Margaret
Wendel, Lillian A.

www.getenergysmart.org
Search for Free Energy Audit.

Get a Free Energy Audit. To find out what you can do to save
money on heating your home. Go to NYSERDA website

Nomination/Election Notice
for RC 12 Directors

Anyone interested in being a Director for RC 12 should contact
Nominations/Election Chair Karen Wojcik-Hess 518 899-7592 or
518 366-8141 or karengo @nycap.rr.com for information and to re-
quest a nomination form. Six director positions are available. All NY-
SUT retirees in RC 12 are eligible to hold the position. Deadline for
return of completed nomination form is March 15, 2011.

The director is a 2-year position on RC 12 Board, effective July 1,
2011 - June 30, 2013. It is expected the director will attend the 4-6
yearly board meetings and serve the NYSUT retirees for a designated
area of RC 12. (Your expenses are covered for attending those Board
meetings.) It is also expected you will attend the three general mem-
bership meetings at your own expense.

You will not only be doing a service for retirees but also socializ-
ing and working with other interesting and dedicated retirees.
Through RC 12 and NYSUT, we strive to achieve a high quality of
life for the retired educator. Your contribution of energy, time, and
expertise will further our vision. Thank you in advance for any con-
sideration you give this position.

The election will be held at the annual general membership meet-
ing, May 26, 2011. No nominations will be accepted from the floor.

Current Directors: Elizabeth Batchelor, Joe Bernocco Jr., Alex
Boschi, Margaret Dafeldecker, Royann Rogerson, David Sammons.
All positions are open.

Remembering John van Schaick

By Bill & Judy Schultz, Past Presidents of RC 12

RC 12 sadly notes the January 5" passing of
John van Schaick, our 2004 Community Service
recipient. John recently celebrated his 90th birthday
with his wife of almost 70 years, Sally, who was the
RC 12 Community Service recipient in 2003.

John devoted virtually his entire life to com-
munity service. He was a consistent supporter of RC
12, the labor movement in general and the less fortu-
nate in particular, and our state and our coun-
try. One letter of recommendation for his RC 12
Community Service Award stated, "When John ran
for County Legislator in the late 70's, we met many of
his former students. Their respect for John as a
teacher and human being was made obvious by their
stories of Mr. van Schaick and how much he had in-
fluenced their lives."

Our deepest sympathy to Sally and family as
we say good-by and thank you to John van Schaick, a
man who made a difference.
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Save the Dates

April 6-9 NYSUT RA
Mar 21-22 Committee of 100

May 9-10 Committee of 100

Mar 24 RC 12 General Meeting

Perthshire Restaurant - Perth

May 26 RC 12 General Meeting

Riverstone Manor - Scotia
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CHALLENGES: THEN AND NOW

Commentary by S. David King, Co-2nd VP of RC 12

In the 3" Century AD, corrupt and poorly trained leaders adminis-
tered the western division of the Roman Empire, which included Rome.
Eventually, Rome succumbed to pressures from enemies such as the
Huns, the Vandals, and the Goths. Rome, which for centuries had been
the source of a great light of culture from a once powerful empire, was
no more.

During this time of fear, disruption, and great change, monasteries
were established, staffed by individuals committed to the preservation of
the cultural advances of Rome. These people collected, saved, and
passed on the intellectual treasures of the past to others. They also incor-
porated the determination and spirit of the invaders. As a result, the West
eventually emerged rejuvenated. Strong leaders appeared and learning
was fostered. Literature, art, medicine, and architecture flourished. A
greater Western Europe was born.

Today, we retired teachers are besieged by weak leaders, anti-
intellectual forces, and the rapid dissemination of misinformation. Oh,
for the good old days of the Huns! Maybe we should be like the monks
of medieval Europe and collect, safeguard, and disseminate the grand
accomplishments of teachers like ourselves who helped make Americans
creative, spirited, innovative world leaders. Maybe we need to find re-
newed energy and some new positive  approaches to confront today’s
“invaders” who threaten public education and the well being of retirees.

Perhaps our best response to ensure the preservation of our accom-
plishments and to muster our strength against our enemies is to go to
www.nysut.org and peoplepower @aflcio.org, the 21* century equivalent
of those ancient monasteries. If we all use these sites, in service teaching
in the public schools and quality of life in retirement might someday

Pictures on Page 6

Wine Country Trip October 2010
Lead by John Mazur

Social Committee notes

The July 29 trip to Ottawa is
sold out. Contact dhar-
ris5 @nycap.rr.com to be put on the
waiting list.

Be ready for a survey of trips
you would like to take. Anyone for
Denver? Chicago?




NYSUT RC 12 SPRING LUNCHEON MEETING
Thursday, March 24, 2011 Perthshire, 112 Perthshire Drive - Rte 30, Perth, NY

Mike Corn will receive the RC 12 Award of Excellence and speak on the
Political Dangers to the Retirement System

The daffodils on our tables will provide some bright spring color -- and an opportunity to contribute to the American Cancer Society.

9:30 -10:00 Registration with Coffee and Danish

10:00 — 11:15 General Membership Meeting

11:15 - 12:00 Guest Speaker—Mike Corn

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch

Ist Course: Soup and Salad

Entrée Choices: Poultry: Chicken Parmigiana with Ziti

Beef: Sliced Hot Roast Beet with potatoes and vegetable

Fish: Baked Haddock with potatoes and vegetable
Vegetarian: Upon request

Dessert: Brownie Sundae

Cost to you: $17.75

Directions

From the East or West: Take Rte 29 to the intersection with Rte 30 S at Vail Mills. Follow Rte. 30 South for 2.1 miles to Perthshire
Drive. On the left you will see a sign/billboard for the Perthshire Restaurant (across the highway from the Nathan Littauer Primary Care
Center).

From the North: Follow Rte. 30 South through Vail Mills and then continue following Rte. 30 South another 2.1 miles to Perthshire
Drive. On the left you will see a sign/billboard for the Perthshire Restaurant (across the highway from the NL Primary Care Center).

From the Thruway: Take Exit 27 (Amsterdam). Merge right onto Rte. 30 North. Continue following Rte. 30 North through the traffic
light at the “Perth 4 Corners”. After the traffic light continue 3/10ths of a mile. On the right you will see a sign/billboard for the Perthshire
Restaurant (across the highway from the NL Primary Care Center). Follow the driveway (Perthshire Drive) that leads to the restaurant.

Your Name (s) # of reservations
Your Address
Your E-mail Your Phone

Your Menu Choice: (Please put the number of people in your party that are ordering each entrée.)
Poultry Beef Fish Vegetarian

Please make out a check for $17.75 to NYSUT RC-12 and mail it along with this reservation form to:
David Sammons 141 Gray Road, Mayfield, NY 12117 518-661-5637  Reservation Deadline: Tuesday, March 15®

- Retiree Council 12 Contribution Form -
o July 1, 2010 - June 30 2011 o
~  Name County -
o Address City Year Retired o
E State Zip Phone Email E
o Original Union Local You may share my email with AFT o
E My Assemblyman My NY State Senator My US Representive E
o I would be willing to work for my fellow retirees in the area of: ____ Legislation __Social Committee __ Newsletter o
E $15.00 yearly contribution requested send to John Mazur, 176 West Bush Rd. Gloversville, NY 12078 518-773-7180 E
o Make check payable to NYSUT Retiree Council 12 o




Wine Country Trip October 2011

Locks at
Seneca Falls

Holy Trinity Orthodox
Monastery & Seminary

. _ : A Lamoreaux Landing Wine
Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s & TR e R e s o Cellars on Seneca Lake
Home R > :




